
For more information on the Minesing Wetlands or for Friends of Minesing Wetlands membership information, please contact the  

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority, 8195 Line 8, Utopia, ON, L0M 1T0, (705) 424-1479 

UPCOMING MINESING WETLANDS EVENTS 

 
 
 
 
Please call the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority 705-424-1479 for more information and to register for 
these events. Events may be weather dependent. Please be advised that the Minesing Wetlands complex is a 
wilderness area and outdoor experience is expected of participants for trekking-type excursions. 

Saturday, September 29th  
Friday, October 19th 

Fall Canoe Tour 
Friends Annual General Gathering, Fort Willow 
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KEEPING YOU INFORMED 
 

LDon’t forget to say “I support Friends of Minesing Wetlands”  when shopping for your fall gardening 
needs at Bradford Greenhouse Garden Gallery, located on Cty. Rd. 90, west of Barrie. Proceeds from sales 
will be directed towards conservation initiatives in this world-class wetland complex. 

L The annual Nine Mile Portage Heritage Festival will take place on Saturday, September 22nd. Opening ceremonies will 
be at Heritage Park from 10:00 to 11:00am. This will include a re-enactment of a War of 1812 battle on Kempenfelt Bay and 

the landing of historic boats and canoes for their journey to Fort Willow Depot. Historic 
Fort Willow Depot will be alive with festivities from 11:00am to 4:00pm including 
encampments, displays, demonstrations, musical entertainment, and children's activities. 
An organized walk will depart from Heritage Park at 9:00am for the 15km hike to the 
Fort Willow festivities. Or you can explore the Nine Mile Portage Heritage Trail at your 
own pace - park at one of the designated parking areas and walk all or a portion of the 
trail. Shuttle buses will be available from 10:00am to 5:00pm (with the last bus back to 
Barrie leaving the Fort at 5:00pm). Parking and shuttles are available at Heritage 
Park (downtown Barrie), Lampman Lane Community Centre (59 Lampman Lane), and 
Grenfel Hall (1989 Sunnidale Road). Please note that there is no parking available at Fort 
Willow. For more information, please contact Fred Andrews, Community 
Events Coordinator, City of Barrie, fandrews@barrie.ca, or call the City of Barrie at 726-
4242. Be sure to read more about Historic Fort Willow in this issue of the Minesing 

Reeds “Wander through the Watershed” feature.  

Are you interested in becoming a “Friend of Minesing Wetlands?” Do you frequently visit the Minesing 
Wetlands, or would someone you know appreciate the gift of a membership and annual pass? Funds raised 
are directed to the Conservation Lands Reserve. Members receive an annual pass for all Nottawasaga 
Valley Conservation Authority lands, and one year of mailings of “Minesing Reeds.” Memberships are 
valid for the current calendar year. 
 

Please check the appropriate box for your pass and membership category: 

9$20 for an individual  9$50 for a family  9$200 for a Club  9$400 for a corporation 
 

Please return this form, with a cheque payable to the Friends of Minesing Wetlands, 

to the N.V.C.A., 8195 Line 8, Utopia, ON, L0M 1T0. 

 
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address/Phone/email _______________________________________________________________________ 

Hey Kids! Hey Kids! Hey Kids! Hey Kids!  

ANNUAL GENERAL GATHERING 
 

 The Friends of Minesing Wetlands AGG will return this fall to 
Historic Fort Willow. Join us on Friday, October 19th starting at 
6:30pm. Seated under the forest canopy and among the restored 
structures, learn more about what FOMW does, including new 
conservation initiatives, and hear natural history highlights of the past 
year. Speakers will present the history of the area from three 
perspectives: First Nations, Pioneers, and the Military. Rustic 
refreshments will be served around the campfire. 
 Especially exciting to announce is this year’s musical guest. 
Washboard Hank will be joining us under the stars! Playing an 
eclectic assortment of musical instruments, ranging from plumbing 
supplies and duck calls to the banjo and guitar, his repertoire includes 
bluegrass, rockabilly, country, television themes and Oktoberfest.  
 Admission for members of FOMW (i.e. Conservation Pass 
Holders) is free; non-member adults are $2 each. Children 12 and 
under are free. 

Rare Dragonfly Discovered 

in Minesing Wetlands 

 

 The only dragonfly protected by the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act, and one 
of North America’s rarest, is the Hine’s 
Emerald (Somatochlora hineana). Prior 
to this year, the Hine’s Emerald was 
only known from small sites in the 
United States, specifically Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Missouri and Illinois. This 
summer a population of Hine’s 
Emeralds was discovered in the 
Minesing Wetlands. Chris Evans of 
Midhurst shares with us his account of 
what started with a visit to  the 
Wetlands on June 20, 2007. 

 

Cont’d inside... 

 
 
 

Here’s a craft to show your admiration for dragonflies. It’s simple enough for the youngest 
child, but may be elaborated upon by the more crafty types. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trace your hand, fingers closed, on the construction paper. You will need 12 cutouts, so 
you may want to stack your paper to cut two or three at a time. To make four wings, glue three 
hands together, slightly overlapping. 
 
 

Cut out a long, skinny triangle for the body, and a circle for the head. Glue the wings behind the body, and 
the head on top of the body. Make six small holes, three on each side of the body, for the legs. Feed one 
pipe cleaner through each pair of holes. Glue on the googly eyes.  
 
What will you name your special dragonfly? 

Idea based on crafts at www.dltk-kids.com 

What you need: 
Construction paper  
Pencil 
Scissors 
Glue 
Two Googly eyes, three pipe cleaners 



 
 

 Minesing Unplugged is a grassroots cultural community event 
featuring music, arts and nature along with strong environmental 
education and wellness components. Minesing Unplugged 
presents an impressive musical lineup of Canadian roots, blues 
and folk musicians from local area residents to Juno award-
winning artists from across the country. It also features a juried 
artisan market, environmental and wellness educational displays and an assortment of fun and informative 
workshops for the whole family. The festival is organized by a small group of dedicated volunteers.  
 Minesing Unplugged was hosted in mid-June at the Tiffin Centre for Conservation. The Tiffin Center played 
a large role in the growth of the festival by offering camping, a refreshment garden, more accessible facilities 
and a beautiful natural environment to take in by one’s self or during one of our outdoor workshops. Outdoor 
workshops included orienteering, scavenger hunts, pond dipping for critters for the children and guided nature 
hikes, birding opportunities and informative sessions on organic gardening and edible plants for the whole 
family. There were also some art workshops including artistic journaling, the Minesing Unplugged Mural and 

songwriting workshops. Wellness was also addressed in our yoga and tai-chi workshops. 
These sessions along with the many others that were presented offered families great 
opportunities to experience and learn together in an enjoyable outdoor setting.    
 A heart-felt “Thank You!” goes out to all of our volunteers and sponsors who 
helped make the festival a great success. Please contact Tina DesRoches for any inquiries 
on future festivals: info@grassrootsontour.ca. 

Preparing for the 2007 Election 
 
 On October 10th, the voters of Ontario will head to the polls 
to elect a new government. Given the elevated public and 
political interest in the environment, Ontario Nature is working 
to ensure the environment is at the forefront of party platforms. Under the Priorities for Ontario 
banner, Ontario Nature has joined forces with 13 conservation organizations to challenge Ontario's 
political leaders to make protection of the environment their number one priority. Visit 
www.prioritiesforontario.ca for more information. 
 Ontario Nature and its members and member groups have developed four election priorities that 
we feel all political parties should adopt in their election platforms and that the new government 
should then address and resolve after the election. These priorities are the creation of an 
interconnected greenway across southern and eastern Ontario, protection of the boreal forest, 
increased funding for government's natural heritage protection mandate and increased environmental 
education in the school curriculum. 
 We'll have sent out the election priorities toolkit in August to our member groups. The toolkit 
describes ways you can demonstrate that protecting nature is a priority for Ontarians. This includes 
submitting Letters to the Editor, asking candidates questions and participating in an online discussion 
forum. Ontario Nature is looking forward to working with the Nature Network in this exciting time. 

 
Please visit www.ontarionature.org for more information on the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, 

of which Friends of Minesing Wetlands is a member group. 

Wander through the WatershedWander through the WatershedWander through the WatershedWander through the Watershed    
Follow along in the next few issues of Minesing Reeds as we highlight the various 

Conservation Areas in the Nottawasaga River Watershed. 

Historic Fort WillowHistoric Fort WillowHistoric Fort WillowHistoric Fort Willow    
 Strategically located as a supply depot during the 
War of 1812, the Fort Willow area was also actively 
used for centuries by our Aboriginal peoples, the fur 
trade and French explorers as part of a major 
transportation route known as the 9 Mile Portage. 
 Recent restorations have located and outlined 
the buildings used by the soldiers. Information kiosks 
give a thorough history of the area's past use and how 
its location helped ensure the geographical boundaries 
of Canada today.  
 Hike the surrounding trail network and plan to have 
lunch at the Fort. The laid-back, peaceful environment 
that is enjoyed by visitors today is a definite change 
from years gone by. Picnic tables, washrooms and 
sheltered rest areas are available for family picnics.  
 The many Monarch butterflies that call this area 
home during the summer make for a magical visit as 
they prepare for their journey south. 
 Be sure to note the details of the annual 9 Mile 
Portage Festival on the front page of this issue of 
Minesing Reeds. 

 
HOW TO GET THERE: 
From the City of Barrie, go west on County Rd. 90 to George 
Johnston Rd. (follow the FW signs). Turn right (north) and 
travel for 8 km. Left on Portage Rd. for 3 km to the front 
gates. 

Petun Conservation AreaPetun Conservation AreaPetun Conservation AreaPetun Conservation Area 
 Situated on one of the highest elevations of the 
Niagara Escarpment, the Petun Conservation Area was 
named for the aboriginal peoples that inhabited the land 
during the early 1600's. With approximately nine 
villages spanning across the Collingwood area, the 
Petun people practiced corn horticulture and were 
involved in the fur trade. Estimated population figures 
were over 10,000 by the year 1623. 
 As part of the Niagara Escarpment's 
World  Biosphere Reserve, this 40-hectare (100 acre) 
site gives visitors endless opportunities to hike the 
Bruce Trail as it winds its way through a myriad of rock 
faces, cliffs and crevices. Unique fern and moss 
communities make for an interesting day of exploring. 
A pit privy and information kiosk is located on site 
along the trail.  
 The Georgian Triangle Anglers Association (GTAA) 
have leased a portion of the property for the operation 
of a fish hatchery, and hence this portion of Petun is not 
open to the public without making previous 
arrangements (contact the NVCA for more information 
on hatchery tours). 
 
HOW TO GET THERE: 
From Collingwood, take 6th street west to Osler Bluffs Rd. 
Go left (south) to Grey Rd. 19. Follow Grey Rd. 19 to 
Concession 2; turn left. Follow for approx. ½ mile around 
several corners to the top of the escarpment. The parking lot 
is on the left.  

Minesing UnpluggedMinesing UnpluggedMinesing UnpluggedMinesing Unplugged    

Rare Dragonfly Discovered in Minesing Wetlands (cont’d) 
 
 “Just when you are having self doubts and beginning to think all of those funny looks you get when 
you are out catching dragonflies might be justified, something incredible happens. You catch the first 
recorded specimen of Hine's Emerald (Somatochlora hineana) in Canada. Of course, you're too 
inexperienced to know that, and with your novice zeal, miss-identify it as a Clamp-tipped Emerald 
(Somatochlora tenebrosa).  None of your references have Hine's Emerald.  After all, it is unknown in 
Canada and while Clamp-tipped Emerald isn't a perfect match, it is still an uncommon and exciting find 
and ‘close is good enough. There must be some individual variation, right?’  
 Unfortunately, he doesn't survive the capture and hoping to donate his remains to science, you 
submit your record with photos and offer him to Colin Jones at the Natural Heritage Information Centre 
(NHIC).  Jaws hit the floor and emails fly back and forth, phone tag ensues and finally you get the news 
that your specimen is ‘not S. tenebrosa but something far more exciting, Hine's Emerald Somatochlora 
hineana!’ ‘Could you spell that?  How is this so exciting?’, you ask. ‘Hine's Emerald is the only 
dragonfly officially listed in the USA as federally endangered and has never been recorded in Canada 
… until now!’ ‘I killed the first record of Hine's Emerald in Canada, a critically endangered 
species! Aaaarg!’ Yep, that is more exciting than S. tenebrosa!” 

 

 Colin Jones, Bob Bowles and Chris Evans have been 
doing further field studies with the intent of putting 
together a field note for publication in an entomological 
journal. It is very important to study this species and its 
habitat to determine how best to secure its survival. 
While the Hine’s Emerald has only now been 
discovered, it is elusive enough, and being isolated in 
the setting of the Minesing Wetlands, it is quite likely 
to have existed there for some time. This important 
event highlights the importance of the contributions of 
amateur naturalists to species discovery, and the work 
of grassroots conservation groups such as Friends of 
Minesing Wetlands who work to preserve natural 
habitat. 

Hine’s Emerald     photo by Chris Evans 


