
The first annual Minesing Wetlands BioBlitz went off without a 
hitch on June 3rd, 2017. Over 60 volunteers spent the day 
collecting data from locations all over the Minesing Wetlands with 
the help from their expert leaders. Thanks to those volunteers, 
over 500 individual species observations were recorded. Among 
the most interesting species seen were two Cerulean Warblers 
and a Least Bittern (both are threatened species in Ontario), 
several Black Terns (a species of Special Concern), an American 
Otter, and a Black-Billed Cuckoo. The data collected from the 
BioBlitz helps conservation groups better manage conservation 
lands within the area and will help experts track trends in species 
populations, new occurrences of species in the area and much, 
much more. The star of the show, however, was Scarlett, a turtle 
who was rescued and rehabilitated after being struck by a car on George Johnson Road in 2016. Read 
more about Scarlett on the back page of Minesing Reeds. Save the date, and please join us June 2, 2018 
for our Second Annual Minesing Wetlands BioBlitz! 
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Upcoming Events: 

Saturday October 14: Canoe trip  

Saturday October 28: Road-side clean-up  

Saturday November 4: FOMW hosts 

Ontario Nature at Tiffin 

Saturday November 18th: Curling Bonspiel 

and Annual General Meeting 

For more information and to register, please contact  
Naomi Saunders: naomi_saunders@rogers.com 

Minesing Wetlands Bioblitz! 

Submitted by Brittany Hope, FOMW Co-Secretary 

Paula and Milena (front right) and Kevin 
and Joel (left) enjoy activities at Bioblitz 
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The Minesing Wetlands is one of Southern Ontario’s largest 
wetland complexes. It is home to a diverse array of wildlife and 
provides many wetland services such as flood attenuation, 
nutrient cycling and carbon sequestration.  

A study of the Minesing Wetlands in 2014 (Rootham and 
Featherstone) identified several restoration opportunities in and 
around the wetlands that could bolster and enhance the wetland 
habitat.  

Based on these findings the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation 
Authority (NVCA) and Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) teamed up 
to restore and enhance an area in the southern part of the 
wetlands that included the construction of several wildlife ponds, 
installation of wood duck nest boxes, and planting a buffer around 
the restored habitat.  

The wetland restoration and nest box initiatives were led by DUC. 
The ponds were created using restoration techniques such as 
placing the ponds adjacent to existing key natural features, 
creating variable depths and sinuous shoreline to encourage a 
diversity of wetland vegetation, as well as creating nesting islands 
for waterfowl. The NVCA followed up this work by planting a mix 
of trees and shrubs that are tolerant to wet conditions around the 
created ponds. Nest boxes were installed in several locations that 
could provide nesting habitat to wood ducks, hooded mergansers, 
owls, flycatchers, or even kestrels.  

Construction was completed in the fall of 2016 and the following 
spring a variety of waterfowl and shorebirds were observed at the 
site including Dunlins, Mallards, Wood Ducks, and Great Blue 
Herons.  

This project was largely funded through the National Wetland Conservation Fund as well as DUC. Both the 
NVCA and DUC provided technical support and “man-hours” to install the boxes and plant trees.  

The newly restored habitat is visible from the bird viewing tower along Concession Rd 2, next to the Mad 
River. As the site matures it will continue to attract a diversity of wildlife and be a great spot for 
recreationists to view and learn about wildlife, wetlands and conservation.  

 

Wetland Restoration in the Minesing Wetlands 

Submitted by Sean Rootham, FOMW Director 

Kaitlyn, Amy and Derrick  install nest 
boxes in the Minesing Wetlands 
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This Manna Ain’t From Heaven 

Many of us are acquainted with newsworthy invasive species such as Phragmites, garlic mustard and giant 
hogweed; however, there is a rather innocuous Eurasian grass that has crept into the Minesing Wetlands 
over the past few decades – rough (or reed) manna grass (Glyceria maxima). 
 
In North America, rough manna grass was first observed in Cootes Paradise (Hamilton Harbour) in the mid-
1940s. It was observed in the Minesing Wetlands by famed ecologist Rick Bobbette in the early 1970s, 
noting that “an Asian grass” was now growing in marshes where swamp forests once stood. I became 
curious about the vast stands of grass bordering Willow Creek in the mid 2000s as I began to learn more 
about Minesing Wetlands and set out to monitor its vegetation and wildlife communities. I soon became 
suspicious that these vast grass marshes were dominated by the invasive rough manna grass and 
eventually had these suspicions confirmed by a provincial botanist. 
 
Since that time, I have done my best to understand 
the full extent of this invasion and its potential 
implications for Minesing Wetlands and its wildlife. 
The stands of rough manna grass are indeed vast – 
approximately 1,000 ha (1,887 football fields) around 
Willow Creek alone, with another 700 ha (1,320 
football fields) on either side of the Mad River, with 
smaller patches near McKinnon Road and in 
southeast Minesing. Rough manna grass is often 
seen along the edges of declining floodplain swamps 
– colonizing open, permanently wet habitat as these 
forests are drowned out. Please refer to the map on 
the back page for location details. 
 
Rough manna grass is here to stay in Minesing 
Wetlands and its range will likely expand as floodplain 
swamps continue to decline. Potential physical 
controls that might be practical in small wetlands are simply unworkable in the vastness of Minesing. 
Chemical controls over such a large area would be prohibitively expensive and are currently unavailable for 
use over water in Ontario. Overall, the impacts to the wetland and its marsh ecosystems would no doubt 
outweigh the benefits associated with removal. 
 
So then…what are the current and long-term impacts of rough manna grass in Minesing Wetlands? 
Monocultures of this grass likely impact vegetation biodiversity in Minesing’s marshes, though some 
diversity within these large stands is added by small pockets of cattails, and small flooded depressions and 
watercourses (Willow Creek). Our marsh monitoring results (fully within these large stands) consistently 
show high levels of marsh bird activity including focal species such as American bittern, Virginia rail, sora, 
and least bittern (Threatened). Those who have paddled Willow Creek in the spring have no doubt heard 
huge numbers of northern leopard frogs which breed in these marshes. Green frogs are also abundant and 
several heron species forage upon frogs and other marsh critters from spring through fall. The flooded 
stands of grass provide important stopover habitat for migrating waterfowl and shorebirds in the spring and 
also provide spawning habitat for northern pike. Muskrats abound in the marshes. 
 
Rough manna grass marshes will continue to be a significant part of Minesing’s ecosystem. Unlike 
Phragmites, this invasive species appears to have few negative impacts and the marshes continue to 
support numerous significant habitat functions. So, all told, this manna ain’t from heaven…but it ain’t from 
hell either. 

Submitted by Dave Featherstone, Manager  
Watershed Monitoring Program, NVCA 
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Jasmine and Darin found Scarlett over a year ago. She was on her 
back on George Johnston Road close to Willow Creek with a cracked 
shell and her lungs exposed. They drove her to Peterborough, where 
she spent almost a year in rehabilitation at the Ontario Turtle 
Conservation Centre until she was released back into Willow Creek on 
June 3, 2017 

The photo at left shows the remains of a very serious injury after a year 
of healing and rehabilitation. At right, 
Jasmine placed Scarlett close to the 

creek and she was free. Scarlett was scared and kept her head inside 
and did not move. She had a long day with a drive from Peterborough 
to the Minesing Wetlands and then she met many children and adults 
at the Minesing Wetlands BioBlitz.  

Now she is free to live in her home once again at Willow Creek. 

Photo credit: Judy Watson 

Scarlett: The Scarred Painted Turtle 

Are you interested in becoming a “Friend of Minesing Wetlands?” Funds raised contribute to FOMW-led 
conservation initiatives in the Minesing Wetlands. Members receive discounted rates for planned tours 
throughout the year and receive “Minesing Reeds” (by post or by email). Memberships are valid for the 
current calendar year. Thank you for your support! 
 

Please check the appropriate box for your pass and membership category: 

□ $20 for an individual  □ $50 for a family  □ $200 for a Club  □ $400 for a corporation 
 

Please return this form, with a cheque payable to NVCA c/o Friends of Minesing Wetlands, 
to the N.V.C.A., 8195 Line 8, Utopia, ON, L0M 1T0. 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to receive Minesing Reeds via email  □  email address __________________________________________________ 

 

On Saturday, September 

17th, more than 150 people 

planted 500 trees along the 

shore of the Mad River in the 

Minesing Wetlands. Thanks 

are extended to the TD 

Friends of the Environment for  

their continued support of 

projects in the Nottawasaga 

Valley watershed. 


